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Agenda
1. Reflection 
2. Introduction to CHI Healthy Communities
3. Mission and Ministry Fund History and Purpose
4. Grant Types, Eligibility, Exclusions, Conditions
5. Pre-application and Notice of Intent
6. Funding Timeline
7. Working Together
8. Discussion and Questions 
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Reflection
Like Saint Francis of Assisi before him, philosopher, writer, Passionist priest and 
ecologist Thomas Berry calls us to remember our connection to the Earth and to take 
it seriously:

“We come into being in and through the Earth. Simply put, we are Earthlings. The 
Earth is our origin, our nourishment, our educator, our healer, our fulfillment. At its 

core, even our spirituality is Earth derived. The human and the Earth are totally 
implicated, each in the other.”

From Thomas Berry, The Spirituality of the Earth
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Healthy Communities
National scope of work
• Community benefit
• Mission and Ministry Fund
• Partnerships and collaboration
• Equity and social justice
• Global health outreach
• Community Health Needs Assessments
• Health insurance exchange (support)
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Mission and Ministry Fund
The founding congregations urged the creation of a fund to provide grant support to 
organizations within the Catholic Health Initiatives family that take innovative, replicable 
and sustainable approaches to building healthy communities.

Purpose: to provide funding for planning, development and implementation of new 
initiatives to promote healthier communities.  

• Hallmark of CHI’s Spirit of Innovation and dedication to creating healthier communities
• 554 grants awarded, totaling more than $90 million  
• One of the most visible ways CHI lives the vision of our foundresses
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MMF Grant Types
• Planning Grants- Enable applicants to establish broad-based coalitions that involve all 

stakeholders in building community capacity
• Project Grants- Enable applicants to work in collaboration with others to implement 

action plans that address specific, documented community needs or opportunities
• International Grants- Enable applicants to work in collaboration with others to implement 

action plans that address specific, documented community needs or opportunities outside 
of the United States; up to 10% of annual cycle may be awarded to international grants

• Violence Prevention Grants- Enable applicants to work with their community to 
implement a violence prevention initiative that meets the strategic goal of reducing 
violence
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Grant Eligibility
• CHI affiliated organization

o Federal Tax-Exempt Catholic Health Initiatives Market-based Organization (MBO), 
Community Health Service Organization (CHSO), Joint Operating Agreement 
Organization (JOA), Joint Venture Organization, National Office or CHI Hospital 
Facility

o Official Catholic Directory (OCD) Exemption
o Strategic Partner Organization 

• Participating congregations may submit applications for a sponsored ministry
• Not for profit status 
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Grant Exclusions
The Fund does not make loans or provide grants for:
• Overhead or other indirect costs (unless integral to the grant) incurred by the 

sponsoring organization
• Capital costs for domestic project and planning grants such as construction, 

acquisition, or renovation of facilities or equipment, with the exception of 
computers (unless integral to the grant) 

• Ongoing operations beyond start-up phase (not to exceed 3 years)
• Subsidizing existing staff salaries
• Biomedical research
• Support of candidates for public office
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Grant Conditions

• Grantees provide evidence of tax-exempt status (not required for not-for-profit 
CHI entities or participating congregations)

• Participating congregations provide a confirmation of ministry sponsorship
• Grantees sign an agreement regarding terms of the award
• Grantees agree, when feasible, to support and assist replication of their work in 

other settings
• Grantees return to CHI’s national office unused funds at end of grant period
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Pre-application and Notice of Intent
• Eligibility of organization

• Role of grant manager

• Signature of MBO CEO, congregation leader, 
or strategic partner organization CEO

• Purpose of full application webinar

• Estimated budget

• Deadline- October 7, 2019 by 5pmMT

10/7/19
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Funding Timeline
ü September 2019: FY21 cycle announcement; education session

• October 7: FY21 cycle pre-applications due 

• Late October: MMF Advisory Committee Meeting for pre-application review 

• January 2020: Educational sessions for full application

• March 1: FY21 full applications due

• May: MMF Advisory Committee full application review 

• June: All applicants notified; end of FY20 grant cycle

• July: Beginning of FY21 grant cycle
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Working Together
There are many opportunities to work together and enhance the success of the 
grants in this upcoming funding cycle. 
• MMF detailed grant cycle information https://www.missiononline.net/healthy-communities/mmf

• Updates and communication via mmfgrants@catholichealth.net

• MMF educational webinars
• Periodic communication between grant manager and HC staff
• Healthy Communities quarterly webinars (optional)

https://www.missiononline.net/healthy-communities/mmf
mailto:mmfgrants@catholichealth.net
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